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Energize Denver: Commercial and 

Multifamily Buildings

Transportation

32%

Commercial/Multifamily

49%

Residential

15%

Other

4%
> 25,000 ft2:
• 82% of sq. footage

• 3,000+ buildings

< 25,000 ft2:
• 18% of sq. 

footage

• 14,000 buildings

Denver’s GHG 

Emissions
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Electrification

•Applicable to all buildings, no 
matter the size

•Partial electrification of space 
and water heat and cooling 
equipment upon system 
replacement, when cost 
effective

Benchmarking

•Buildings 25,000 sq. ft. and 
larger

•Submit energy data annually

•Benchmarking since 2016

•Due June 1 each year

•https://energizedenver.org/

Performance

• Minimum energy efficiency 
requirements (EUI Targets) for 
buildings 25,000 sq. ft. and larger

• Lighting or renewable energy 
requirements for buildings 5,000 -
24,999 sq. ft.

•Focused on improvements to energy 
efficiency and increasing 
renewables

Energize Denver Ordinance
Reduces emissions from buildings 80% by 2040 

Applies to all commercial, multifamily, institutional, municipal, manufacturing, agricultural, and industrial buildings 

https://energizedenver.org/
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Engergize

Denver BPS: 

Based in 

Equity
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Equity Priority Buildings serve and 

house frontline communities with less 

access to resources, who may face 

more barriers adapting to a changing 

climate.

Equity in Buildings

Energize Denver Equity Priority Index

https://geospatialdenver.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=784fff300fcb4b73b0088d622d76271a
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Decision Process: Community is a Co-Designer

Outreach Identify

•Who they are

•Where they are

Community 
Engagement

•Community

•Building Owners & 
Managers

•Key Partners

•Residential & 
Commercial Tenants

Design

•Services

•Incentives
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Engaging the Community & Cultural Brokers 



Multilingual Listening 
Sessions
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1. Total Population

2. Race/ethnicity

3. Air quality

4.% of income spent on housing

5. Population under 5 and over 64

6. Percentage Area Not Under Tree Canopy

7. Mental Health

8. Life Expectancy

9. % of households with no vehicles available

10. Linguistic Isolation

Reference Layers by Neighborhood

• Energy Burden

• Food Access

• Redlining & Denver Median Income

• Vulnerability to Displacement

The Equity Index 
Identifies and highlights 

environmental and socioeconomic 

indicators. Examples of factors that 

went into the index:
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Equity Priority Buildings (EPBs)

A building needs to meet criteria A, B or C plus one or more of the additional criteria to be potentially identify as and EPB:

A. Buildings with more than 30% regulated affordable housing units

B. Market rate located in NEST neighborhoods with a high prioritization ranking on the equity index

C. Building has significance to the neighborhood, serving frontline community members (e.g., low-income, BIPOC, 

etc.)

D. Buildings with human service providers as tenants/owners responsible of HVAC systems and/or utility bills

E. Building must be located in a census tract below the Denver Median Income and meet one of the following: 1) in 

a census tract with high prioritization ranking on the  equity index 2) serving frontline communities 

F. Building provides affordability* (rent), e.g., NOAH

G. Building operations align to corporate social responsibility 
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EPB Process at Glance

EPB 

Application

Level 3:

Onsite ASHRAE Level 2 Audit 

(deeper feasibility analysis); 

Project implementation and 

financing support

Level 2: 

Customized benchmarking 

assistance; Virtual 

ASHRAE Level 1 Energy 

Assessment 

Prioritization 

Tool

Confirm 

eligibility 

as EPB

Access to Level 1

Resources & 

General Assistance

Outreach to 

Identified 

EPBs

Onsite visits to 

Never Benchmarked 

and Unresponsive 

EPBs
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Identified Equity Priority Buildings

EPBs Number

Potential 

identified 490

Applied to the 

Compliance 

Program 168

Confirmed 161
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Equity- Related 

Programming 

& Impact

• Increased electrification 

rebates for Equity Priority 

Buildings

• Healthy Homes program

• BPS compliance 

assistance

• Financial assistance for 

new construction
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Take Aways: Putting the Human Touch in Building 

Decarbonization

Identify

Engage

Avoid Harm

Target Effectively

Improves equity:

• Lower energy 

burden 

• Provide cooling 

• Improving safety

• Communities feel

seen and heard
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Questions?

Energize Denver Hub: 

http://denvergov.org/energizedenver

Tom Wildman: thomas.wildman@denvergov.org

Berenice Garcia-Tellez:

Berenice.garciatellez@denvergov.org

http://denvergov.org/energizedenver
mailto:thomas.Wildman@denvergov.org
mailto:Berenice.garciatellez@denvergov.org

